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Our Vision for Mission: 
 

This Parish seeks to be inclusive in extending God's kingdom, by  

encouraging the whole community to grow in the Christian faith 

through prayer and worship, and to care for others through pastoral 

and  practical support. 

From The Joint Editors Vikki and John.   

How much can change in a month. While our congregation was ad-

justing to life without a building, the government changed and our  

Queen died. What a pageant took place, culminating in an incredible 

funeral. We now adjust to  life under a male monarch. Good luck to 

King Charles The Third. 

This magazine is again the results of your efforts and we hope it re-

flects a desire to show respect for events in the last month as well as 

looking forward to our future. You have allowed us to show a little 

humour in places!! 

Thanks to those of you who have sent material for our depleted ar-

chives. We always welcome your views, so we could start a views/

snippets/readers comments section if you wish. For the November 

Anchor tell us what you like best about the Autumn. 

So contributions please by 19th October  to: Vikki Miller: 

bob_and_vikki@yahoo.co.uk.   

AND/OR John Ward: jfaward@btinternet.com.  

 

Editorial team: Tony and Judy Eden, Hetty Ward. 
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It’s Different…… 

 

 

 

 

When life takes on a new direction or we have an experience that 

changes our lives, it can make the whole of life feel ‘different”.  Chil-

dren are very good at saying that things aren’t normal anymore – they 

say ‘it’s different’. Around us people seem to be carrying on their lives 

as if nothing has happened -  but we know something has! Life is now 

different and that’s how its going to stay. 

Over the last few months many families have seen lots of changes hap-

pening in their lives, end of a school term and the start of another. Pos-

sibly seeing children move to a new school. A summer so hot, we may 

not have known a hotter one, and we also start to see All Saint’s 

Church building start to change shape again as they start to make it 

safe…and the deep sadness of a nation over the death of our monarch 

– Queen Elizabeth. The words to God Save The Queen now to save a 

King – all these things have made life different, and some differences 

are here to stay. 

Through possibly the first 25 years of a person’s life they see so much 

change and have so many new experiences – some good and some sad.  

As adults we too are easily taken back to early life and all the different 

experiences we had in our early years.  

Change is not something that all of us  like, and not being able to say 

what we now see as being ‘different’ (maybe because of what others 

may say) can make others wonder what is wrong with us! 
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Jesus spoke a lot about life, the changes that happen and shared 

about this through people he met. Jesus also experienced many 

things in his own life that caused him too to feel unsettled sometimes 

– and he was the Son of God!  

We read in the bible that Jesus does not change, in who he is, and 

what he still is doing for us today… 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Hebrews 13:8 

So be assured we are not alone in managing changes and the differ-

ences we see in our lives, and that of our society. For many children 

and young people in families there are times that they need the reas-

surance of those that love them as they go through change – they 

may not know how to ask for that reassurance, but we need to be 

there for them. 

So whatever age we are and whatever ‘differences’ (or not) are hap-

pening in our lives Jesus wants to be there for us – and make a differ-

ence to your life. 

Take care 

Andy Saunders 
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Jottings from the Churchwarden. 

Dear Friends, 

“We are pilgrims on a journey” so Bishop Debbie re-

minded us at our open air service on July 17th following 

the fire at All Saints Church. 

Everyone has been working very hard to find new homes where we can 

worship, enjoy our group meetings and other activities that we have 

come to accept as part of our life as a community at All Saints. 

Thanks to the kindness, generosity and helpfulness of many people we 

now have a home for all of our activities. 

On Sundays we are worshipping at Stanpit Village Hall, and joining with 

our friends at St. Lukes Church in Burton for special services. 

Our midweek service had been held at The Christchurch Harbour Hotel 

during August and September, and we thank the Manager and his staff 

for their help and support. Now we are moving to St. John’s Mission 

Church at Purewell roundabout, thanks to the kindness of The Priory 

Church. St. John’s will also become a base for PCC Meetings and is our 

administrative centre for photocopying. 

The Mothers Union have found a base at Mudeford Methodist Church. 

We thank the Elders there who have made this possible. 

Little Saints mother and toddler club now meet on a Monday at 

1.15pm at the Godfirst Church in Airfield Road in Somerford. We are 

very grateful to the kindness that they have shown us. 

CAMEO has found a home at Avon Reach Care Home, on the second 

Tuesday of the month where the staff have welcomed us.  
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Mainly Men will also be meeting there on the last Friday of the month. 

Thank you to all the staff who have welcomed us. 

High Cross Church will continue to be our base for Little Saints, Messy 

Church and now Church in the Round on the first Sunday of the 

month. 

Stanpit Village Hall is the home for our second Messy Church each 

month as well as our social activities. The All Saints Art Group, is now 

meeting on the 4th Saturday of the month in the Maberley Room. 

Thank you to the hall committee for all their support that they have 

given us. 

The Bible Study group is meeting at 3, Minterne Road on a Thursday 

evening and the WWJD meets at the home of Pauline Williams, 5, Os-

prey Close on Monday afternoons. 

In October, we will be celebrating Harvest time with a Bring and 

Share meal on Saturday 1st and a Harvest festival service on Sunday 

2nd.  Donations of tins, packets and other suitable food will be given to 

the Christchurch Foodbank, along with donations of money collected in 

our Mission Pot during September. 

The following week we will hold our annual Gift Day on Sunday 9th Oc-

tober, to support the ongoing work and mission of our Church. All 

members who are on the Church Electoral Roll will have received a 

letter inviting them to support our continuing mission and outreach. If 

you have not received a letter, please do get in touch with me. 

At the end of the month on the 30th October we will join our friends at 

St. Lukes Burton for a joint service as we celebrate All Saints Day (our 

Patronal Festival). 

Thank you all for your continuing support as we enter on a journey 

which most of us have never been on before. Let us continue to sup-

port and pray for each other and may we welcome all who come to join 

us on our journey, With every Blessing,                        Tony Eden 
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All Saints Church-Fire damage progress report 

 

 

 

 

 

The first stage of the work to repair the fire damage has been to clear 

the debris and to make the buildings safe. Virtually all the contents 

that could be salvageable have now been removed.  

They have either been taken into safe custody by the Insurers, or they 

have been sent to an expert restorer to see if they can economically 

be repaired or they have been saved by the Churchwardens and have 

been cleaned and are in use again. These include the Communion ves-

sels.  

The east end wall with the bellcote tower has proved to be a chal-

lenge but thanks to the work of the specialist demolition contractor 

and Randell Construction who were appointed to this first stage of 

the work, this has now been achieved.  

The next stage will be for the Structural Engineer to make a detailed 

study of the walls to ensure that they are strong enough to take the 

new roof.  

In the meanwhile, the PCC has the task of appointing an Architect to 

undertake the work of rebuilding the church and the hall. A short list 

of Architects is being drawn up who will be interviewed and the suc-

cessful Architect appointed. We will then appoint a team to work with 

the Architect and the wider PCC to develop plans for the buildings.  

The key question that the PCC will need to discuss and agree on is 

“What are the future uses of the church and hall likely to be in the 
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years to come?” We will want to ensure that the available space is used 

in the most flexible way possible.  

The hall is easier to plan as it has been built to meet the needs of the 

late 20th century and has been upgraded over the last ten years with 

the provision of the Upper Room, toilet, kitchen and print room, refur-

bishing the main hall, improvements to the kitchen and improvements 

to the toilet facilities. However, the church itself has largely remained 

the same since it was built in 1869. 

Small teams of Church members have been compiling lists of all the 

contents of the buildings and where possible, their cost so that the Loss 

Adjustor can calculate the value of these. 

We plan to have regular meetings with the whole congregation to keep 

church members informed of the plans and decisions that need to be 

made. 

Tony and Chris - Churchwardens 

Our Faithful Queen 

In the days following the Queen’s death much has been said about her 

faith. I have been looking again at the book, “The Servant Queen and 

the King she serves” which was distributed to churches as a tribute for 

her 90th birthday. There are many examples of her thoughts about God, 

her faith, and the way we should live to be found in its pages- words 

we would do well to reflect upon:  

In 2002 she said, “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me 

through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I 

know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to 
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take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to 

put my trust in God…I draw strength from the message of hope in the 

Christian Gospel”. 

                                                                                                                         Vikki Miller 

 

 

HM the Queen’s Charities 

  

As you will know Her Majesty was patron of hundreds of charities-all 
good causes. Interestingly among this number were several specifical-
ly Christian organisations. These include: Bible Society, Scripture Un-
ion, Church Pastoral Aid Society, National Churches Trust, Council of 
Christians and Jews, Church Army, Mothers’Union, Mission to Seafar-
ers and SPCK.  Boys’ Brigade, which started as a Christian organisation, 
also appears on the list.  

 

This list indicates to me that her faith led her to support to a range of 
Bible centred and mission causes. Other convincing evidence is the 
hospitality she gave to Dr Billy Graham and his wife Ruth at the time 
of Mission England. 

                                                                              Revd David Greenman 
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The Queen and Billy Graham 

 

David has mentioned Billy Graham and this morning I was interested to 

see an article by Kelly Valencia on Premier Christian News in which 

Franklin Graham remembers the friendship between the Queen and his 

parents. 

The Queen first met Billy Graham during one of his crusades to England 

in the 1950s. They met many times after this and discussed the Bible 

and other matters of faith. She invited him to preach at Sandringham 

and Windsor and in 2001 he became the first clergyman outside the 

Commonwealth to receive an honorary British knighthood. He told his 

son that the Queen was “very normal and humble”.  

We thank God for her life of faith, devotion and duty. 

                                                                                                             

Vikki Miller 

Lying in State 

In January 1965 myself and my three little girls made our way to Lon-

don by train from Hatfield Peverel in Essex as I was intent on seeing Sir 

Winston Churchill lying in state at Westminster Hall. 

I walked from Liverpool street Station to Lambeth (the little ones were 

all squeezed into a pram and thankfully were as good as gold). Upon 

arrival and having said my hasty hello’s and goodbyes I made my way 

to my ultimate destination, once again on foot, leaving my darlings 

with my mother  who, thankfully, was always delighted to see them. 
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Once there, I found the queue to be long but respectfully quiet. I re-

member time stood still as I queued in the rain for what seemed like 

hours upon hours. 

Eventually, once inside I found the resting place to be bathed in a sul-

try hue, and completely silent except for the shuffling of feet and the 

occasional coughs. 

Finally, I passed the coffin which sat upon the beautifully draped cata-

falque (which was magnificent) – feeling that I had paid my personal 

tribute and so pleased with myself that I had made a supreme effort to 

see history being made, with help from Mother. 

My lasting memories were clearly the solemnity of the occasion, the 

bright colour of the soldiers in their uniforms, and the distinct smell of 

damp clothes. 

The trouble was that I had just had a very nasty operation on both legs 

which was rather more than painful. It would seem I was all right push-

ing a pram but once separated from any support my legs were like jel-

ly. I could have done with a walking stick or maybe two. I had to be a 

brave soldier and walk back to The Oval to be reunited with my babies 

and to be eternally grateful to my dear mother.  

Would I do this again 57 years later? Yes..I would if I could but I can’t! 

Barbara Miles 

 

This beautiful photograph 

is of Barbara with her 10th 

great-grandchild, Stiorra 

Midnight Monk. She was 

born on 13th September. 
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 Poetry Corner 

HER MAJESTY. 

  

For seventy years we could have floundered in the 

Quick sands of time. 

Except for our Queen Elizabeth who was 

Our lifeline. 

 

 

 

 

DOUBTING THOMAS. 

I was always a doubting Thomas, seems 

That's what nature made me. 

Neither a positive yes or a negative 

no 

Always only a maybe. 

I lived my life with uncertainties, 

one  

Unhurried Step at a time. 

Jesus, this may be impertinent but if 

you love me, give me a sign. 

I received a confirmation when black 

Clouds started to rain. 

Not a torrent but gentle drops,with a 

Sort of moisture refrain. 
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Black clouds parted- there was a heaven 

Of inspirational blue. 

A shaft of iridescent light, Jesus’ message 

Of love came through. 

That moment for me was a revelation for 

In that indelible light. 

I suddenly knew without any doubt that  

God's love was infinite. 

An angels voice said, ‘’ Turn around Thomas 

For we have something to show. 

I turned around as asked and received a 

Blessing- from a rainbow. 

Tom Murphy 

What does it take to be a Volunteer? 

My experience, tolerance and understanding of life are crucial in 

my volunteer work, whether in church or the communities where 

I walk and live. 

Heather Trenchard. 

PS. As we were sweeping the floor after Little Stars the other day, 

Heather said to me, “I felt old when I left home this morning but 

now I feel young”. What a great advert for volunteering! 

Vikki Miller. 

PPS. Perhaps you would like to tell us about your volunteering duties. 

The Editors. 
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   A View of the last two sad weeks from Guernsey. 

Hetty and I left the UK  on Monday 5th September to travel to Guern-

sey for a two week holiday. We soon became aware that  Our Queen 

was not well. Members of the Royal Family were gathering at Balmor-

al. On Tuesday evening, we visited a local pub for a meal and noticed 

a TV in the room, showing BT TV Sport with the sound muted. As we 

were waiting for our meal, the screen shows the players standing in a 

circle and a caption read, “Queen Elizabeth 1952-2022”. The match 

was in Switzerland with Arsenal as the away team. Not many of the 

players were English, but it showed a measure of respect. This was 

how we found out that the Queen had died. During the following 

days, we watched the BBC and ITV, like most of you in the UK. On 

Guernsey, we noticed evidence of their connection with the Queen 

every where. Posters showing pictures of the Queen and her dates, 

appeared in many shop windows. 

On Sunday 11th September, we heard that the sea-front at St Peters 

Port had been sealed off to traffic, so we took the bus into town. A 

large crowd had gathered near the port area and an official kept us 

informed of the detail of a ceremony to Proclaim the New King. A pro-

cession, involving  His Excellency Lt Governor and the Government of 

Guernsey,( including the Politicians and Judiciary) had met in a cere-

mony at St James and headed to the front. We were fully briefed on  

the ceremony and were handed a high quality leaflet shown on the 

Anchor front page. When it was time for the Proclamation by the 

Sheriff, we all shouted “God save the King”, and were encouraged to 

raise our hats and say, “ Dieu Sauve le Roi“: evidence of Guernsey's 

Anglo– French ancestry. This was very emotional and a lovely tribute, 

which was echoed in the other Channel Islands. 

The day of the funeral was our day to come home. Most of the town 

was shut ,but we were allowed a late checkout from our hotel and 

watched the funeral on TV until 1-30pm. We then had a quick trip 

around the Island in our car and left for home at 7pm. John Ward 
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My Temptation 

(Sung loosely to the hymn of To Be a Pilgrim by John Bunyion) 

She who would valiant be ‘gainst all disaster’ 

Snuck downstairs on her tippy tippy toes to raid the well-stocked lar-

der. 

Her eyes then beheld a cornucopia of raw meats, as on rusty hooks 

they did hang 

T’was then guilty shame swept o’er her, recalling she had promised  

with vows intent……… 

TO BE A VEGAN                                 Barbara Miles 
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 A Few Lines of Memories of All Saints: 
Chris and I moved from Wokingham in February 2001.  On arrival we 

had been told by our previous church (All Saints, Wokingham), to visit 

as many local churches as we could to decide which best suited us.  So 

on a very cold February morning  we walked to All Saints and were met 

at the door by Rev. Jim Harper and shown to a packed church at the 

back pew!  Before this he asked where we had come from and a little 

about us.  At the end of the service, he announced our arrival by asking 

us both to stand up and tell us where we’d come from etc.  I remember  

blushing profusely, but everyone was so welcoming and of course the 

tea and biscuits followed.  We later found he wasn’t our vicar as Father 

Andrew as he was known was on holiday.   

 

Needless to say we didn’t visit any other churches and became in-

volved in the social group, maintenance team, flower arranging and 

culminating in Chris becoming the People’s church warden as it was 

then known  with Daphne Kelson. Subsequently we left the Priory and 

became a Parish of our own: quite a taxing time for everyone! 

 

Regards                                                                                Barbara Bull 

The Christmas Fair at All Saints Church Every year since we 

joined All Saints Church, the Christmas Fair has always been a highlight 

for us as it signified the beginning of Christmas. After a glass of Tony's 

delicious mulled wine it would be time to move on to the coffee and 

cake. We would then walk around and find something to take home (in 

Jenny's case this would be a Teddy and several books). For many years 

now a china duck has sat on the shelf in our hall. We loved it as soon as 

we saw it. Circumstances are so different now but our wonderful 

church leaders have been brilliant at making things as normal as possi-

ble, so you never know, there might be mulled wine this year too! 

The main thing is that we can still meet as a church family every week. 

It is such a blessing to be able to meet with our brothers and sisters 

each week. God is so good.                                        Dave Galpin 
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More Memories of All Saints Church 

David Greenman writes: 

 
Reminiscences of Past Clergy 

 Jean and I arrived at All Saints in April 1999 just after retiring from our 
last parish of Market Lavington with Easterton on the edge of Salisbury 
Plain. We were surprised to see a packed church in no small way, we 
discovered, as the result of the brief ministry of the 'charismatic’ Chap-
lain to the Cherries the Rev Michael Lowe. Having resigned through ill 
health, he was succeeded as Priest-in-Charge by the Rev Andrew Saun-
ders, who greeted us after the service.  Having told him I was a re-
tired Priest, he must have thought to himself ‘Not another one.’  We 
discovered there were already three active retired Priests serving All 
Saints- the Revds Dr David Brewster, John Davies and Jim Harper, 
joined by their respective wives. Then a few months later in came Can-
on Derek Head with Pam, his wife, making five! All except the Harpers 
and Jean and I have now sadly passed away - the Heads most recently. 

David Brewster was a scholarly Priest who had taught in Jerusalem. 
Heather, his wife, was a dedicated Macmillan nurse. John Davies was a 
former Naval Chaplain married to the charming Joan who had the title 
of an Honourable lady. Jim Harper will be remembered by some of you 
as a ‘hot Gospel preacher' but perhaps more acceptably in his role 
as auctioneer at Harvest Suppers, where with his  good humour and 
persuasive powers he raised many pounds for charitable causes. Canon 
Derek Head will be remembered by more of you. He played a major 
role in the creation of the Mainly Mens group, assisted with the cater-
ing by his ‘hands on’ wife Pam. The Harpers may be seen in and around 
their home in Christchurch. Vintage Choir members will recall Pauline 
and more of us her solos. 
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                            Art Group   

         The All Saints Church Art Group are now meeting 

            in the Maberley Room at Stanpit Village Hall,  

                     161 Stanpit, Christchurch, BH23 3NE 

The group meets on the 4th Saturday of the month  

                                  from 10 am to 12 noon. 

         Oct 29th  Autumn Colours/Sunsets. African Animals 

         Nov 26th Christmas Cards/Nativity Animals     

                                               Please note 

 there will be no December meeting as it falls on Christmas Eve. 

        For more information please contact Mary Thomas  

         on 01202 478139 or marytxch@btinternet.com  
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Art 

Firstly, a correction: this delightful painting of children on the beach 

which we included in September was by Maureen Smith, not Joss Cole. 

  

The giraffe silhouette was painted by 

Joss Cole at Art Group. Lorna Hunt 

painted the walk on the beach in the 

same session. 

                                      

 

Some time ago our son Sean 

bought me a book called "The 

Face of Jesus". There are some 

beautiful paintings in there by 

very famous artists, past and 

present, as well as some rather 

strange ones. So many artists 

have portrayed Jesus as they 

saw him. I am sending my 

painting of Jesus as I see him just 

after his baptism. 

                                                                                                                             

Jenny Galpin 
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GARDEN NOTES  Its lovely looking out on a really green garden 

instead of a brown and crispy one and wonderful not having to do all 

that watering. Lots of spaces which were bare are now filling up with 

all sorts of little plants, half of which I can’t recognise.  Our drive which 

is quite large and is made up of block paving, is hosting all sorts of self-

sown plants.  At the beginning of September, I counted at least 9 differ-

ent types and that excludes dandelion varieties and grasses. I just find 

it fascinating how tenacious plants are, rooting in a tiny bit of soil and 

then spreading out under the drive.  In fact, lots of them looked in 

better condition than the plants in the flower beds. Sadly, I will have to 

pull most of them up, especially the 3 buddleias which have grown in 

front of the garage doors and have been flowering at eight inches high. 

There have been lots of bees and butterflies around and we were lucky 

enough to see a Humming Bird Hawkmoth in 

the garden on at least three different occa-

sions.  This is a day flying moth and has a wing-

span of about 2 inches.  The wings beat so rap-

idly that you can only see them as a haze and 

you can hear them hum. They have a really 

long proboscis which is dipped into the flower to obtain nectar.  In our 

garden they like the buddleia and the verbena bonariensis, because of 

the tubular flowers. The verbena attracts lots of insects and has been 

flowering for ages.  I read somewhere that it is the Cliff Richard of the 

flower world – goes on and on and on. The cat which managed to get 

into the hedgehog feeding station seems to have given up trying now 

that the entrance has been made smaller. So our little hedgehog has 

the food to itself.  However recently I noticed from the night-time cam-

era that a larger hedgehog visited too but it looked in a poor way.  It 

was limping badly and seemed to only have one eye.  I looked for it in 

the garden the next day but it was no where around.  I haven’t seen it 

since on the camera so perhaps it has recovered and wandered else-

where but I’m not too hopeful.  
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We have seen more birds on the feeder after a drop in numbers during 

the drought. The tiny coal tit sometimes joins the blue tits and great 

tits and flies in very fast, grabs a piece of sunflower seed and then rush-

es back into the bush.  He is probably frightened he will get beaten up 

if he hangs around. Or even worse. The male sparrowhawk flew in yes-

terday, hit the bush with speed, dropped to the ground with something 

in its claws and then flew off.  John just saw something red so we don’t 

know if it was a robin or a goldfinch. Fantastic to see the hawk. I know 

it has to eat too but I just don’t want to see it take the little birds.  I 

knew it was a male sparrowhawk because of its size.  The female is 

much larger and she will take a pigeon or dove for her dinner. 

I’m trying to decide what to grow from seed next year, to fill up the 

beds towards the end of summer.  As well as Tobacco plants and Cos-

mos I think I will sow annual Rudbeckia because they make such a big 

splash of colour.  I have several clumps of perennial Rudbeckias with 

their bright yellow daisies and dark brown centres, but some of the 

annuals have a greater selection of colours - reds and oranges.  I don’t 

dead head the rudbeckias because they are good for pollinators and 

birds.  They come from the same family as sunflowers which also you 

don’t dead head because the birds love the seeds. 

It's definitely starting to feel autumnal now and I quite like this time.  

The colours in the garden are both richer and softer, a bit like an old 

tapestry.  I’ve seen the geese fly over a couple of times.  It’s such a de-

light to hear their honking from a long way off and I try to make sure 

I’m in the right place to see them as there are lots of oak trees obscur-

ing the view. 

And finally, I’m writing this just before the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II 

and I remember that she loved flowers and gardens. She visited Chel-

sea Flower Show more than 50 times during her 70 year reign. She will 

be missed.                                                                                 

Maureen Smith 
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All Saints Toddlers thank Godfirst 
The All Saints Parent and Toddler group ‘Little Saints’ has been without a 

base since the church was extensively damaged by fire in July. We asked 

around but no one seemed able to help until we contacted Godfirst 

Church in Somerford. Godfirst is an evangelical church which is refur-

bishing a warehouse on the Somerford Industrial Estate. It has a thriving 

congregation and readily came to our aid, offering the use of a hall with 

good facilities and use of toys. We would like to thank Justyn Pride who 

acted on Godfirst’s behalf and Sam Pink, youth leader, whose space we 

will be sharing. Thanks also to other local organisations who helped by 

donating toys: Age Concern Christchurch, Bransgore Methodist Church 

and St Luke’s Burton. Special thanks go to 

Jillie Frank’s granddaughter Isla, aged 10, 

who donated her toy panda after she heard 

that the toddlers would be missing their large 

cuddly panda, lost in the fire. Jillie is part of 

the Parent and Toddler team. 

Little Saints will start to meet at Godfirst, 

every Monday during term time, from 1.15 to 

2.45. The cost is £2.00 per family and new 

members are very welcome. Enquiries to Jill 

Barr jill.barr51@hotmail.com 
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                               BIBLE STUDY 

Judy and Tony Eden have very kindly invited us to hold the Bible study 

in their home; 3 Minterne Road. 

                          We meet on Thursday evenings at 7pm 

                      and are currently reading Matthew’s Gospel 

 

                          Newcomers are always very welcome. 

                If you are interested in joining us, please contact  

                            Mary Thomas on 01202 478139 or       

               marytxch@btinternet.com  for more details.                

 

                  World Day of Prayer 

The World Day of Prayer service will be held on Friday 3rd March 2023 

at 2.00pm at St Georges Church, Jumpers. 

All Saints no longer has a representative on the ecumenical committee 

of people from the churches of Christchurch, who present these annu-

al services.  

If you would like to represent All Saints please speak to me and I can 

give you the contact details for those staging the service next year. 

Their preparation starts in November. Your participation would be very 

welcome.  

Everyone is warmly invited to attend the service. There will be more 

reminders and details nearer the time. 

                                                                                  Mary Thomas 
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The Methodists have kindly let us use their lounge, which is part of 

their Church at Mudeford Lane. We have been holding our weekly 

prayer meetings there on Mondays and realised, when we had seen 

the room, that it was large enough for our monthly branch meetings as 

well. 

On the 5th September we held our first branch meeting there and Jill 

Barr gave a fascinating talk about the holiday she and her husband had 

in Namibia. She showed slides of the landscape of Namibia including 

the birds and wild animals they encountered. They also had a trip into 

Botswana and visited a game reserve, where everything was much 

greener and the wild-life more plentiful and varied. Then they went 

into Zimbabwe and took a helicopter trip to view the Victoria Falls 

from the air. They were the best pictures of the Falls I have seen. Just 

wonderful! 

Our next branch meeting is on Monday 3rd October at 3.30pm in the 

lounge at the Methodist Church. Christine Clode will be speaking to us 

about the Mothers’ Union theme for the year. 

The Deanery Advent Service will be held at Ringwood Church on Tues-

day 6th January at 2pm. It is proposed that gifts for the homeless are 

collected as in previous years. Mary Randell plans to attend the service 

to receive gifts and will bring larger transport than last year, when she 

had not liked to presume.  

Mary has given us a list of suggested gifts: 

Warm clothing of any type particularly  

Socks, gloves and hats 

Chocolate (they do love a treat) 

Shower gel 
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While most of the Salvation Army’s clients are men, they do support 

women as well. 

 If you would like more information about the Mothers’ Union,   

           please contact Mary Thomas on 01202 478139 or  

     marytxch@btinternet.com or speak to any of the members.   Every-

one is welcome to attend our meetings. 

                     

Photograph from 5/9/22 taken in the lounge at the Methodist Church 

by Paul Smith, who was also our technical expert on the day. 

                                                                                                  Mary Thomas 

Postcards-Another Piece of the Jigsaw? 

I think the postcards may have originated from Nora Pitman. Her 

husband was a graphic artist and probably had them printed. Nora 

lived in Willow cottage next to the Nelson Public House. 

Nora was responsible for the flowers at church and her displays for 

weddings and exhibitions were marvellous. She did a display dedi-

cated to saints and did one for me-St. Barbara!          

                                                                       Barbara Miles 
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Mainly Men 

An invitation to join an open group within the life of the church. 

At Avon Reach Care Home 

28th October 2022 

Christchurch Foodbank+Plus 

by 

Tracy Blick  

Tracy will talk to us about the Foodbank+, what makes it a 'Plus' and 

how Covid and the rise in cost of living has changed the way they oper-

ate and serve those in need in our communities. 

 The talk will be followed by a Bring and Share lunch: finger foods only, 

please. [Feel free to bring contributions for the foodbank!] 

Mission Pot: The House of Joy 

You will no doubt remember that Chris and Alf Green worked at the 

House of Joy in Sri Lanka under the auspices of the USPG in 2014. They 

worked hard to improve conditions while they were there and have 

continued to keep in touch with Revd Lishni. Those at the orphanage 

always send their love and gratitude to All Saints. 

At present they have 7 girls, all keeping well and keeping up with their 

schooling. The recent troubles in Sri Lanka have not affected them and 

neither did Covid. If they were put into the orphanage by the Proba-

tion Service, then they are responsible for them when they leave. 

However, if the girls were admitted to the orphanage by any other 

means at the end of their education ,the House of Joy has to find them 

a job and new accommodation. The money from All Saints will provide 

food and much needed clothing. 
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The Upper Room Book Club 

We did not have room for any book reviews last month but we have 

read some very varied books over the summer so I thought I would 

share them with you. 

The first was The Hare with Amber Eyes by ceramicist Edmund de Waal. 

This fascinating and extraordinary book is de Waal’s research into his 

family history, inspired by the 264 tiny wood and 

ivory Japanese carvings (netsuke) he had inherit-

ed. He helpfully provides a family tree, which 

needed frequent referrals, and the sections in-

volve him visiting Odessa, Vienna and Paris to 

trace the Ephrussi’s downfall. They were a 

wealthy Jewish banking dynasty, peers of the 

Rothschilds, but lost nearly everything in 1938 

when the Nazis confiscated their property. The 

tiny netsuke, a form of toggle, were secreted 

away by Anna, a maid at Palais Ephrussi in Vien-

na during the war years. They had originally been collected by Charles 

Ephrussi, art lover and early supporter of the Impressionists in Paris.  

As is usual at Book Club, some people loved this book and others found 

it unreadable! I thought it was wonderful. Being 

a ceramicist, De Waal is fascinated by the tactile 

quality of the netsuke and so aware of the fa-

mous hands that have held them over the years 

and he conveys this passion brilliantly. 

                                          

We then read A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier. Chevalier excels at 

writing fiction about ordinary people in historical setting. In A Single 

Thread she focuses on the early 1930s. Violet Speedwell is one of the 

surplus women whose fiancé died in the first World War and is now 
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trapped at home with a domineering mother. She longs to escape and 

make a life for herself and plucks up courage to move to Winchester. 

Her life is hard and lonely as she works in an office with younger wom-

en and struggles to survive, living in a dismal rented room with little 

money left over to eat. One day she wanders into the cathedral and 

discovers the Broderers, a well organised group of women who devote 

their time to creating beautiful kneelers. The head Broderer, Louisa 

Pesel, is based on a real person. Violet joins them and there is, of 

course, a love interest: Arthur the bell-ringer whose wife has never re-

covered from the death of her son in WW1.  

This book was much easier to read and did give rise to an interesting 

discussion (especially about the ending) although some felt it was not 

challenging enough. I found the information on bell-ringing very inter-

esting and am now keen to visit the cathedral again to look closely at 

the kneelers. 

                                  

In September we read Dissolution by C. J.Sansom. Sansom specialises in 

detective fiction with a historical twist and this is one of the Shardlake 

series. Dissolution, unsurprisingly, deals with the dissolution of the 

monasteries by Henry VIII. One of the commissioners sent to assess the 

wealth of the Monastery of St Donatus in Scarnsea has been murdered 
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and Cromwell sends  Shardlake to investigate. He takes his apprentice, 

Mark, with him and they find the monastery to be a hostile place, which 

is not surprising given the circumstances. More murders follow. The his-

torical details have been thoroughly researched and the atmosphere of 

fear and suspicion in this isolated monastery is brilliantly evoked. This is 

certainly a page turner and was enjoyed by everyone. 

                                                                                                Vikki Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                The Book Club now meets in Christchurch Library. 

Whats in a name? 

Purewell comes from the old English, peru, and wella and means “the 

spring or stream by the pear tree”. 

Wick comes from the Old English wic, meaning “the dairy farm”. 

Quomps is a funny name for a field or pleasant riverside area. 

Stanpit comes from Stanpeta, meaning Stonypit. 
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  Messy Church starts again after the summer 

On Tuesday 13th September Messy Church started again after the summer 

break, not in All Saints Church, but at Stanpit Village Hall  We have been 

warmly welcomed at SVH for our Services and for other activities including 

the Art Group and a Quiz evening. We are very grateful to the committee  

Eighteen children aged from 2-14 years joined us with their parents or 

grandparents.  As always we started with craft work.  Some children made 

a collage to illustrate the story from Luke Chapter 8 of how a woman 

suffering from a long-term illness touched Jesus’ cloak in the crowd and 

was immediately healed.  Some made a movable rep-

resentation of Jairus’ daughter, healed by Jesus later in 

the same day.  Others wove her bed mat out of strips 

of paper.  Yet others made biscuits or decorated Thank 

You cards.  We had colouring on the go and playdough 

is always popular. Andy told a lively version of the sto-

ry pointing out that Jesus noticed and loved all 

different kinds of people and still does the same 

for us today. He led us in two songs, with help 

from Alf on the guitar and Emma with her lovely 

voice. 

Then it was dinner time and Peter produced the 

usual pasta meal.  The kitchen is much smaller and less well equipped than 

our kitchen in All Saints used to be but we are grateful to still be able to 

feed the children.   Cake and custard to follow and everyone went home, 

tired but happy, helpers included! 

We meet again at High Cross Church on 22nd and again at Stanpit Village 

Hall on October 5th. We would like to thank Andy and our loyal team of 

volunteer helpers who make this outreach possible. 

                                                                                      Judy Eden 
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Carolyne’s  

at 92 Mudeford 
Mudeford ’s Family Hair Stylist  

 

Telephone Carolyne for an appointment  

01425  273724  
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The magazine is published by Mudeford Parochial Church Coun-

cil (P.C.C.).  Copyrights acknowledged.  The Editor reserves the 

right to change copy or material submitted.  No responsibility or 

liability is accepted by the Editor or P.C.C. for errors or omis-

sions.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of the edi-

tor, or the Incumbent.   Advertisements are not endorsed by the 

P.C.C. or the Incumbent.   © 2019 Mudeford P.C.C. 
  

Church website    allsaintsmudeford.org 
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    If you are looking to buy or sell  your home  

in the BH23 postal code,  

call Homes today on 01425 277 000  

to arrange your free market appraisal. 

   10% discount off our standard commission rates  

when reference ASC is quoted. 

BUYING or SELLING   

Talk to the experts at Homes…  

  Providing an exemplary service since 2008 
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Contacts List 

Church Warden               Chris Green                  01425 552984 

Church Warden                             Tony Eden                   01202 473003 

Cameo               Anthea Bell       01425 280927 

Vestry Hall Bookings               Jan Gilbey                    01425 276961 

Treasurer              Tony Eden                    01202 473003 

Parish Administrator       Maggie Raine     01425 616652 

P.C.C. Secretary          Maggie Raine     01425 616652 

Safeguarding Officer                    Judy Eden                     01202 473003 

Pastoral Co-Ordinator      Jill Duncan                    01425 240305                

Church Choir (Acting)       Audrey Wild      01425 278556 

Organist                            Audrey Wild            01425 278556 

Prayer Group              Dave & Jenny Galpin       01202 475489 

Mothers’ Union          Joanna Heath     01425 271572 

Bible Study / Home Groups   Mary Thomas     01202 478139 

Little Saints             Jill Barr               01202 480961 

Children’s Ministry        Andy Saunders        07734941580 

High Cross Minister        Paul O’Connor             01425 278860 

High Cross Bookings       Jo Hearn                  07815661029             

Little Stars             Tony & Judy Eden   01202 473003 

Electoral Roll            Ann Smith                    01425 279108 

Flower Rota            Maggie Raine     01425 616652 

Holy Dusters/Brass Cleaners   Mary Thomas     01202 478139 

Art Group               Mary Thomas     01202 478139 

Website                    Rona Duncan           01425 272235    

Anchor Editors                              Vikki Miller                   01425 240146 

                                                         John Ward                    01425 277170 

 

www.allsaintsmudeford.org 
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                       All Saints Services 

            Mudeford, Christchurch,BH23 3HS 

             Sunday:  10am at either Stanpit Village Hall or St Luke’s,                            

Burton.   

             Wednesday: 10am at St John’s, Purewell.  (tbc)                          

         First Sunday in the month  Church In the Round, an             

informal service at 5-30pm at High Cross Church, Somerford.  

                                   4-30pm in the winter.         

                        On the Internet. 

          See Church web-site or notice board for all details. 

        Sunday; Recorded at 10am, video shortly afterwards. 

 Facebook at https;/www,facebook.com/parishofmudeford/.  

        YouTube at; All Saints Mudeford You Tube Channel. 


